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Dear Ms. Zuiderveld, 

SHEREEF M. ELNAHAL, MD, MBA 
Commissioner 

The New Jersey Department of Health (the Department) is vested with the responsibility 
of carrying out the provisions of the Health Care Facilities Planning Act, N.J.S.A. 26:2H-1 et 
seq., which was enacted, in part, to ensure that all hospital and related health care services 
rendered in the State of New Jersey are of the highest quality. As defined at N.J.S.A. 26:2H-2b, 
health care services include any pre-hospital care rendered by Basic Life Support (BLS) 
personnel. In addition, the Emergency Medical Services Act, N.J.S.A. 26.2K-7 et seq., 
authorizes the Department to certify Emergency Medical Technicians (EMTs). In furtherance of 
the objectives set forth in the statutes, the Department has adopted regulations that govern the 
training, certification, and professional conduct of EMTs and EMT candidates. See N.J.A.C. 
8:40A-1.1 et seq. 

On October 19, 2016, you accessed the Department's Office of Emergency Medical 
Services (OEMS) Certification Platform, through the internet at www.njems.us, for the purpose 
of applying for an EMT certification. On your EMT certification application, you indicated that 
you have a criminal history and that you have been charged, convicted, placed on probation, 
entered into a pre-trial intervention (PTI) program, and/or entered into a plea bargain in 
connection with a violation of the laws of a state, the federal government, or any other 
jurisdiction, for an offense other than a minor traffic violation. You also reported that you had 
been previously cleared by OEMS. 

By answering in the affirmative reporting that you had been previously cleared by OEMS, 
for the third question, you were able to register for and complete an initial EMT education 
program and the state certification examination without completing the Department's 
investigation process. As a result, you were issued an EMT certification on February 22, 2017 
with an expiration date of June 30, 2020. 

According to N.J.A.C. 8:40A-6.2(d) ... a person shall not be allowed to sit for the NREMT­
Basic Certification Examination if he or she has been accepted into Pre-trial Intervention, 
conditional discharge or other diversionary program or has been convicted of: 







If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact Dr. Jo-Bea Sciarretta at 
(609) 633-7777.

Sincerely, 

Scot Phelps, JD, MPH, Paramedic 
Director 
Office of Emergency Medical Services 

c: Christopher Neuwirth, Assistant Commissioner 
Candace Gardner, OEMS 
Tami Roach, OLRC 
NREMT 
File 
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